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  Church  Office Hours: 

December  hours will include 

Sunday (after service)1:30-3:30pm;  

Thurs, & Friday 9:30a-3:00p, as well 

as additional remote work and 

music/rehearsal hours.   

Email for quickest response or call 

during office hours above. 

Sunday Worship Services 

• Sanctuary Service 10:15am 

•     Worship service available           

          online at 2:00 pm via     

          Facebook & Vimeo 

• Communion is held on the 1st 

Sunday of each month. 

….Continued page 3 

By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 

break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in 

the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

      -Luke 1:78-79 NRSV 

It's December and things are getting busy!  In addition to all the 
things happening in the community (concerts, meals, shopping…) 
it brings with it at Lakeview the season of Advent and the cele-
bration of Christmas!  There are lots of traditions during this 
time of year that warm us and bring us great comfort; lighting 
the candles on the Advent wreath, putting up the Nativity set, 
hearing familiar old Christmas songs, the joy of being with fami-
ly, and re-watching It's A Wonderful Life or Elf or Die Hard (yes, 
it has been decided that it is a Christmas movie now)... 

While our memories and celebrations are familiar and cozy, the 
truths in and around the Christmas narratives are far less nostal-
gic- they challenged the world then, and continue to challenge it 
today.  For as we consider these Christmas stories, we find a 
family targeted by a violent political system that was forced to 
flee their home and seek safety and welcome in a foreign land. 
We find a couple without a place to stay that is turned away 
when they seek shelter.  We read titles like 'Prince of Peace' and 
'Light of the World' -and while these terms have become familiar 
and predictable to us in the church, in its original context it was 
radical language in an empire where those titles were reserved 
for the Roman Emperor.     

These stories may be familiar to us, but we can’t let them be-
come ‘old and dull’ to us because they still have the power to 
shake the very foundations of the world.  This is not just the 
same old story, but is part of THE STORY and if God is still speak-
ing, we must keep listening and asking, 'What new images and 



CYF  (Children, Youth and Family Ministry) 
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Important Upcoming Dates 

Date Topic Notes 

12/1 CYF Handbells We will practice in Sunday School & perform at the 
end of the Worship Service in the Sanctuary. 

12/22 Family Service & Nativity Play Practices for the Nativity play will take place in 
Sunday School and after church on 12/15. 

12/24 Christmas Eve Service (7pm) Lessons & Carols Service (childcare not provided) 

It is absolutely no secret that this is my favorite time of the year, but this year I find my-
self not just looking forward to the Advent and Christmas seasons, but needing them.  In 
Sunday School we talk a lot about Advent being a season of anticipation and preparation… 
and it absolutely is that, but both of those words seem to suggest that we are adding to 
our already full plates.  On top of everything else, now we have to prepare for gifts, family 
gatherings, extra church services, parties, travel… AND remember to prepare our hearts 
and lives for the coming of a baby that is meant to change this crazy world into something 
more aligned with God’s love for all?!?  That is a lot.  I get it, I do, but what if… what if… 
we make the choice to intentionally slow down this year?  There is a quote by Jan L Rich-
ardson that I keep coming back to, in her book Night Visions: Searching the Shadows of Ad-
vent and Christmas, she writes,  

“The season of Advent means there is something on the horizon the likes of which  
we have never seen before.… So stay. Sit. Linger. Tarry. Ponder. Wait. Behold.  
Wonder. There will be time enough for running. For rushing. For worrying.  For 

 pushing. For now, stay. Wait. Something is on the horizon.” 

Would we change how we approach this season if we reconnect with the idea that some-
thing new is coming?  That God, who is always here with us, is simultaneously standing at 
the ready to do something brand new with our lives - if we can just force ourselves to slow 
down and notice it.  Notice the places where God touches our lives everyday - and the 
places that God uses us to touch the lives of others.  This season, can we find it in our-
selves to slow the chaos just a bit and find time to connect - with ourselves, with each 
other, and with God?  I know we can.  I have watched this congregation do bigger and 
harder things than this time and time again.   

So I will leave you with my Advent wish for us all - peace.  For you and your family, for our 
congregation, our neighbors and this whole broken and hurting world.  May we seek out 
God’s peace this season and find some rest so we are able to stand again, ready for God’s 
new thing.    

Corey McOsker-Nieman (CYF Minister) 
Faith Colwell (Nursery Care Leader) 
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Leslie (friend of Pam’s)  

Adrienne (friend of Lisa Barrows) 

The Madden Family 

Katie & John (the Overholt family) 

Karen Baumann & Larry 

Katha Kievit 

 

The Alkire Family  

Louise (Pam’s MIL) 

Mac McKenzie  

Ernie & Karen (friend of Pam’s) 

Ed McEleney  

Esther Friedhoff  

The Paul Family  

FROM TODD’S DESK…..continued 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

1 Natasa Hogue 

4 Denise MacFarland 

13 Kay Alkire 

14 John Baughman 

14    Harold Hamblin 

15 Ralph Abel 

20 Robby Peterson 

24 Jean McEleney 

29 Linda Crawford 

30 Rob Schorry 

31 Chuck McOsker 

understandings might await us?'  'What light is waiting to be shown forth and to guide our 
feet in the way of peace?'   

As we celebrate our annual holiday events or as we gather on Sunday morning during the 
Advent season; as we lift our voices and proclaim “Joy To the World” or as we quietly 
pass the flame on Christmas Eve during the candlelight service, may we be open and 
ready to hear and see where the light leads us.   

It is with great thanks that we have journeyed with you all these many years and we look 
forward to celebrating one more blessed holiday season with you. May all of us have a 
meaningful and joyous Advent and Christmas season.   

God's Peace to you, 

Pastor Todd 



The December Just for Lunch will be held on Wednesday, December 
18th at 12:30pm at deShā’s 11320 Montgomery Rd. There is a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board outside the church office. All are welcome, 
but space is limited! 

We hope that those of you who haven’t been available on Mondays will be able to join 
us on this special Wednesday date.  
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On November 10th Lakeview was blessed to cele-
brate and honor the 50th anniversary of Rev Andrew 
Bierkan being ordained into ministry. We are so 
thankful of his service and commitment to God’s 
people. His life is a joyful witness to all, and we 
pray that God will bless him and Darlene, today and 
for many days to come. 

On November 10th, Lakeview welcomed three new 
families into membership with a joining service. We 
are blessed to welcome these new members:  

Richard & Mary 
Densmore 

Kristin Jordan Natalie & April 
Brown 

A Note from the Treasurer: Please be sure that all contributions for 2024 
are received in the office by December 29th so they can be included on 
your 2024 statements. Thank you! 

Sign Up to Help With Worship and Fellowship—WE NEED YOU! 

In case you have missed it, there is a sign-up sheet on the table in the lobby 
where you are encouraged to volunteer for Sundays. We are in need of greet-
ers, scripture readers, help with Communion preparation/serving, and provid-
ing and/or serving refreshments/doing cleanup after worship.   
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The students of our amazing accom-
panist, Irina Hall, will be giving their 
recital at Lakeview on Thursday, 

    December 19th at 5:00pm. 

Members of our Lakeview music community will 
be participating in the following special events 
and would love your support: 

   Singing and Ringing:  
Saturday, December 7th, 

3:00pm  - 4:30pm 
St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, 

10345 Montgomery Rd, Cincinnati, 
OH  

Singing and Ringing is a joint con-
cert between The Cincinnati Boy-

choir and the Cincinnati Collaborative Ringing Pro-
ject. Please come and join us and get in the holiday 
spirit! The concert is free and open to the public. 

https://daytonperformingarts.org/production/
messiah/ or QR Code for tickets and information. 

https://www.masonsymphonyorchestra.org/ 

Mason Chorale  

Christmas Concert 
• Sunday, December 22, 2024 

• 6:30pm - 8:30pm 

• Heritage Presbyterian Church  

 6546 Mason Montgomery Rd  

• https://www.tickettailor.com/
events/masonchorale/1473568 

Family Friendly, Free Concert  
Donations Gratefully Accepted. 

https://daytonperformingarts.org/production/messiah/
https://daytonperformingarts.org/production/messiah/
https://www.masonsymphonyorchestra.org/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/masonchorale/1473568
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/masonchorale/1473568


Christmas at Lakeview 

Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash  

Thursday December 19th 

Blue Christmas Service - online service-available starting at 7:00 PM 

During the holiday season, there are many folks who don’t feel so “merry 
and bright.”  Often we find we are struggling with anxiety, depression, 
loneliness, or the grief faced when living with loss.           

So we invite everyone to a time of peaceful worship, filled with reflective 
liturgy, beautiful music, and words of lament and compassion as we take 
moment to rest in God's love on this, the longest night. 

Please see the Lakeview App, website, or Facebook page for the link.   

Sunday December 22nd 

10:15 AM-Family Centered Worship Service 

We will be celebrating the last Sunday of Advent as we light the  

fourth candle in our Advent Wreath, sing, pray, and worship- all with a 

family friendly focus! There will be a Christmas Play, and lots  

of special music.  We hope the whole family will join us for  

this time of worship and rejoicing!  

Tuesday December 24th 

7:00 PM -A Service of Lessons and Carols at Lakeview-  

At 7:00 PM on Christmas Eve we will be gathering in the Sanctuary for a 

service of  'Lessons and Carols'. It will be a moving time of music,  

prayer, and candle light as we hear again the Nativity story. Come  

and be part of this time of worship and rejoicing!  

The service will also be recorded and available for online worship  

later in the evening. 

Wednesday, December 25th - Christmas Day 

A Christmas Reflection  

Take a few minutes during your busy Christmas morning to center and 
consider the joy of the Christmas celebration. We will be offering an 
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ACTION IN MISSION—(A.I.M.) 

  

October Mission Totals- Washington UCC Gifts to the Manger:  $1804.00 
      

The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (PDF) is our mission for the 
month of December.  

The PDF enables us to assist with the real-world kind of emergencies encountered by peo-
ple in both the Lakeview congregation and the wider community. Throughout the year we 
are frequently contacted by members of the community, non-profit agencies, and other 
churches to request help that cannot be obtained from other sources. We have helped 
with those in need as they wait for new benefits to kick in; assistance with rent/utility 
bills and security deposits; unexpected car repairs; prescriptions and medical needs; fam-
ilies in need of baby formula, etc. Through your giving, the Pastor is able to offer emer-
gency help while also working to help find long term solutions and resources for the fu-
ture. Your gifts to this mission allow us to offer direct emergency help to our friends and 
neighbors in our immediate com munity. Thanks for giving generously, so we can give gen-
erously. 

DONATIONS FOR KINGS FOOD PANTRY 

Look for the bins in 
the church lobby. 
Thank you for your 
generosity and the 
positive impact you 
continue to make in 
our community for 
those in need.  

For December Holiday Meals 

○ Potatoes– instant or boxed 

○ Stuffing Mix 

○ Jello & Pudding 

○ Cranberry Sauce 

○ Boxed Pie crust mix 

○ Canned fruits 

○ Canned veggies (and cream of mushroom soup for casseroles) 

○ Pumpkin Pie filling (& evaporated milk) 

○ Roll or Muffin mix 

○ Gravy– mixes or canned 

To help struggling families enjoy Holiday feasts, 
please consider donations of holiday favorites 
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ACTION IN MISSION—(A.I.M.)….Continued  

5th Sunday, December 29th: AIM Challenge 

 Since December is financially challenging for many of us, in place of a monetary 
donation, the AIM committee would like to challenge the Lakeview congregation 
to perform an act of kindness as a family or as an individual as their 5th Sunday offering. 
Think of a simple, inexpensive way to spread joy.  Some ideas:  

--Visit a shut in 

--share cookies with an elderly neighbor or busy parent 

--send a note of encouragement to someone on the Lakeview prayer list or someone you 
 know who needs a reason to smile 

--pay it forward at the coffee shop 

--forgive someone 

--leave the postal carrier a nice surprise 

--drop something brand name in the food pantry box. Donate the Smuckers and the Jif 

--tip extra generously the next time you eat out 

--help a neighbor finish a yard chore 

--look for an organization that needs a volunteer and resolve to step forward 

--thank someone by note or in person. Pick someone you don't think hears 'thank you"        
 often enough 

--resolve to pray for someone every day for a month or more 

--gather old towels and blankets to drop off at an animal shelter  

 

Plan to drop a note into the offertory plate sharing about your act of kindness 
(anonymously if you prefer.) We can post your acts of kindness on the AIM 
bulletin board to inspire others.  

Should you prefer to donate, any funds that are collected as a 5th Sunday   
offering will be donated to Beloved Ashville, an organization helping hurri-
cane Helene victims. 
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AS WE LIGHT THE WAY– DECEMBER 2024 

2024 Lakeview Capital Campaign 

Greetings from the Capital Campaign Committee!  As you may be aware, 
we “lit the lamp” on January 16, 2022 to officially begin the Capital 
Campaign to pay for the second mortgage from the Cornerstone Fund.  
Remember, it is never too late to complete an Intention-to –Give card. Every single one 
counts toward our goal!   If you are new to Lakeview, there is an opportunity for you 
to pledge on the 2025 pledge cards. 

There is good news as the actual amount of the loan now stands at $17,971.83 (as of 
November 1st) since we have been making a monthly payment of $1,043.29 and we bor-
rowed less than the anticipated amount.  Also, Lakeview has received $157,428.00 in 
gifts to the campaign as of November 7th.  THANK YOU!! 

There was an additional balloon payment of $20,000 paid toward the principal on May 3, 
2022 through funds we receive from the Burgett Estate. Also, Executive Council author-
ized an additional balloon payment of $40,000.00 which was credited to the mortgage 
on September 1, 2022. An additional $20,000.00 was invested with the Cornerstone 
Fund. That investment matured earning $98.74 interest and has been deposited in the 
checking account to make part of the balloon payment in April.  The 2024 balloon pay-
ment of $40,000 was sent to Cornerstone Fund on April 28, 2024 and was applied to 
the remaining principal.  

Each month in the LINK we will be giving you an update on our progress.  You can also 
look for the Lamp post in Natalie’s office.  The small white board attached to it shows 
the total amount collected. The total amount pledged as of October 10, 2023 is 
$145,120.18.  AWESOME! 

If you have any questions or comments, please direct them to the committee: 
Karen Baumann, Corey Nieman, and Pastor Todd. 

Together we can do this, Lakeview friends and family.  Help light the way! 

It is our hope that we can pay off the remaining balance on this loan early in 2025.  
Prayerfully consider a gift to The Capital Campaign Fund to make this happen. 

As we kick off our 2025 Stewardship Campaign,  

“Imagine Together”, you should have received an email mes-
sage from our Stewardship team, along with info on how to 
make your pledge online.  You can use this link to return your 
pledge:   https://form.jotform.com/232774737198168    

or scan the QR code here.  Paper pledge cards are available in the    
narthex or email or call the office to request one.  

https://form.jotform.com/232774737198168
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ASSISTANT TREASURER’S UPDATE 

THE DUKE SAGA for LAKEVIEW  as of 11/2024 

As many of you know beginning in February of 2023 we began getting crazy billing from Duke 
– huge bills, that went back to 2022.  After multiple calls to Midwest Utilities (our consultant) 
failed to get a response,  we began to deal with Duke ourselves (quite an “adventure” in it-
self) 

The short story: 

In 2022 Duke Energy put in a new computer system to “simplify” their billing – it was & is a 
disaster. That led to Lakeview getting crazy (I prefer the term Wackadoodle) high and non-
sensical bills starting  in February 2023. This issue was finally “resolved” in August with a 
huge credit (due to Duke’s mis-billing since 2022). We lived on this credit for the rest of 
2023. We started 2024 with a credit of $4500.  

February 2024 – the next crazy bill. After multiple calls, we filed a complaint with the PUCO 
(Public Utilities Commission of Ohio) & Duke gave us our own contact person .  

May – Duke decided after redoing the bills back to 2022 they owed us more money!?  We were 
puzzled, but they insisted they were right(?). 

June- Another huge bill – Duke said the last re-billing was wrong and so they redid it again. 
We paid $3000 while we waited for the results. Come  July, they said they owed us more.   

September – The new bill showed that we owed $6500.  This was due to catching up with all 
the 2024 billing ($10,000).  It also included exceptionally high usage bills for January & 
February, which seem wrong. Our consultant is looking into it but holds out little hope for a 
resolution by Duke.  

October – Duke sets us up on a payment plan where we pay off the $6500 over a 12 month 
period – adding $542 each month to the regular bill.  

What Needs to be Done: 

The Midwest Utilities consultant (MWU) will check our bills every month. MWU will also 
pay particular attention to February billing -since no one can explain why that hap-
pens!? 

We need a volunteer to read the meter of the main church & keep records of it – so we 
can check Duke’s numbers. 

We are putting together a small committee to look over Duke’s billing as we receive it & 
compare Duke’s numbers to our usage. We will meet in person – but the meetings will 
be kept as short as possible &  scheduled for everyone’s convenience.  

Please let me know if you are interested.  

We need to be careful of energy usage (especially in the winter months) in case we really 
used that much energy this past year.  

  

Rosemary Ennis 
Assistant Treasurer 
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Lakeview United Church of Christ Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual 

January through October 2024 
 

    Jan-Oct 2024 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget 

Ordinary Income/Expense Income 

 Income 

  40000—Operating Income 248,800.63   244,156.66 4,643.97 101.9% 

 Total Income 248,800.63 244,156.66 4,643.97 101.9% 

  

 Expense 

  60000—Employee Expenses 115,293.55  114,020.78 1,272.77 101.1% 

  50000—Operating Expenses 60,890.36  65,166.66 -4,276.30 93.4% 

  72070—Cornerstone Mortgage 91,390.40  51,390.40 40,000.00 177.8% 

 Total Expense 267,574.31  230,577.84 36,996.47 116.0% 

Net Ordinary Income -18,773.68  13,578.82 -32,352.50 -138.3% 

Net Income -18,773.68       13.578.82     -32,352.50   -138.3% 

  

 

Checking Account Balance as of 10/31/24    $23,211.06* 

Savings Account Balance as of  10/31/24      $16,117.28 

*Contains $655.59 in Capital Campaign funds 

 

Cornerstone Mortgage #1 Balance as of 11/1/24:  $592,940.36 

Cornerstone Mortgage #2 Balance as of 11/1/24:  $ 17,971.83 

As we near the end of 2024, we reflect on our continued strengths and commitment to 
Lakeview UCC, our community and our world. Merry Christmas to all! 

Karen Baumann, Treasurer 

Contributions to the Lakeview Operating fund can be 
made during offering, by using the giving envelopes in 
the main aisle, via automatic bill pay at your bank, 
online using the Pushpay app or the QR code here.  

Your generosity is deeply appreciated! 
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Lakeview’s Mission:  We are a people 
called by God to intentionally 
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Through God’s Spirit by                                         
Involving, Serving, and Learning 
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DO YOU KNOW LAKEVIEW’S LEADERSHIP TEAM? 

Position  Name   Primary Contact    Secondary  

Pastor  Todd Peterson 513-283-3425    pastor@lakeviewucc.com 
Admin/Dir. of Music Natalie Nolte 513-683-2073    info@lakeviewucc.com 
Director of Instr. Music Irina Hall 513-753-0377 
Children, Youth   

& Family Ministry Corey Nieman 513-262-9381 cyfministry@lakeviewucc.com 
Child Care Faith Colwell 513-320-3255 
 
 

Executive Committee 

 Moderator/President         Steve Mays        scmays1@gmail.com  
 Vice Moderator/V.P.         Adam Paul        adampaul.ap@gmail.com          
 Past Moderator/Past Pres  Fred Wood        484-881-2297   
 Treasurer           Karen Baumann        513-732-6880 
Assistant Treasurer Rosemary Ennis 513-265-2579   
Recording Secretary  Sarah Huber sarah.nicole.huber@gmail.com 
Financial Secretary Janet & Steve Friedhoff 513-235-5066       
Facilities Coordinator Vacant 
  
Additional Elected positions  

PACT Comm. Members: Bob Sandman 513-473-6092 
 Rob Schorry 
 Sarah McOsker 
  
Standing Committees (contact person) / Delegates 

Assoc/Conf. Delegate Lisa Barrows 828-489-2726  
Alternate Delegate Ann Tsui 513-683-8329 513-470-4507  
A.I.M. (Action in Mission) Sandee McAlpine 513-398-7107   
Fellowship  Steve Friedhoff  513-247-0933  
Membership  Linda Overholt  513-515-8870  
Music Chris Ennis 513-459-9504 513-404-2272  
Publicity Vacant 
Worship  Vacant  

https://openandaffirming.org/about/


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 

10:15A-Worship    
      Service– 1st 
Advent Sunday 
   
10A-Harmony-             
     rm8/9, CR, FH 
11:30A- Harmony-  
     rm 7 

2 

11:00A- AA- FH 
6:30P-Girl Scouts

-Rm 8 
6:30P-BSA-FH 
7:00P- AA - CR 
 
 

3 

5:30P- Cub 
Scouts 

8P—AA –FH 
8P-AA-narthex 

4 

10A-Quilters-CR 
12:00P-AA-FH 
6:30- Handbells 
7:00P-NarAnon–rm7 
7:30P- Chancel 

Choir 

5 

7P-AA-FH 
7P-Al Anon –rm8 

6 

 

7 
 

8:30A-AA– rm 8 

8 

10:15A-Worship    
      Service– 2nd 
Advent Sunday 
   
5pm- Umlang 
Piano Recital 

9 

11:00A- AA- FH 
6:00P-Girl Scouts

-Rm 8 
6:30P-BSA-FH 
7:00P- AA - CR 

10 

5:30P- Cub 
Scouts– Pack 
Mtg– Sanct. 

8P-AA-CR 
8P-AA –FH 

11 
 
10A-Quilters-CR 
12:00P-AA-FH 
6:30- Handbells 
7:00P-NarAnon–rm7 
7:30P- Chancel 

Choir 

12 

7P-AA-FH 
7P-Al Anon –rm8 
 
 

13 

9A- Preschool 
Christmas 
Pageants  

14 

8:30A-AA– rm 8 

 

 

15 

10A-Harmony-             
     rm8/9, CR, FH 
 
10:15A-Worship    
      Service– 3rd 
Advent Sunday 
11:30A- CYF re-
hearsal; Chancel 
Choir rehearsal 
   

16 

9A- Preschool 
Christmas  

Pageants 
11:00A- AA- FH 
6p- Girl Scouts-

rm8 
6:30P-BSA-FH 
7:00P- AA - CR 

17 

9A- Preschool 
Christmas  

Pageants 
5:30P- Cub 

Scouts 
7:00P– EC Mtg. 
8P—AA –FH 
8P-AA-narthex 

18 
Preschool Break 

Begins 
10A-Quilters-CR 
12:00P-AA-FH 
6:30P– Girl Scouts-

rm8 
NO Choir  
Rehearsals 

19 

5P- Irina’s Piano 
Students’  

Recital 
7p- Blue Christ-

mas Service -
online 

7P-AA-FH 
7P-Al Anon –rm8 
 
 

20 
 

21 
 

8:30A-AA– rm 8 

 

22                    

10:15A-Worship    
      Service-4th 
Advent Sunday- 
Family Service 
 
 
 
 
 

23 

11:00A- AA- FH 
6:30P-BSA-FH 
7:00P- AA - CR 

24 

Christmas 
Eve 

 

7PM- Service 
of Lessons 
& Carols 

7PM - Harmony 
UU- FH 

8P—AA –rm8 
8P-AA-rm 7     
 

25 

MERRY  
CHRISTMAS! 
 
12:00P-AA-FH 
 

26 
 
7P-AA-CR 
7P-Al Anon –rm8 
 

27 

 

28 

8:30A-AA– rm 8 

 

29 

10:15A- Worship  
     Service 
 

30 
11:00A- AA- FH 
6:30P-BSA-FH 
7:00P- AA - CR 

31 
New Year’s 

Eve 
 
8P—AA –FH 
8P-AA-CR 

    

December LUCC Calendar of Events 
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